
 

 

Church of Saint John the Evangelist of Little Canada 
 

380 Little Canada Road East  ⬧  Little Canada, MN  55117  ⬧  (651) 484-2708 
 

www.sjolc.org  ⬧  www.school.sjolc.org ⬧  Facebook: SaintJohnChurchofLittleCanada 

 
 
June 4, 2022 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  

Happy Pentecost! It is with true rejoicing that I write this, our final update letter in the Pastoral 

Planning Process that we launched into almost five years ago. We are marking a milestone in 

the completion of our stated goals surrounding Welcoming, Stewardship, Parish and School 

Unity and Finances. Praise God that we are here today, so much stronger, yet with true vision 

for where we will continue to go and grow. 

 

A brief recap of how far we’ve come: 

 

You might recall that when we started this process, we had an outdated website. We embarked 

upon fully revamping and unifying our parish and school logos and brands through a 

comprehensive website rebuild. We reinstated Stewardship efforts that included a parishioner 

contact audit, volunteer list updates and stewardship form revisions. We reignited efforts in our 

Welcoming Committee that unfortunately did take a step backwards in the area of in-person 

interactions during the pandemic, but also that found new purpose in the virtual outreach our 

online giving and live-streaming efforts have brought about. Some of the best work we’ve done 

has been in the area of School and Church Unity, through collaboration with school principal 

Dan Hurley, not just in tangible special events such as the Fall Festival/School Marathon 

weekends and Thank-you barbecues, but in the more regular day-to-day efforts of the students 

to reach out to our parishioners via get-well cards, frequent videos, regular appearances at 

weekend Masses and weekly adoration. We established a capital campaign to fund major 

capital improvements that is nearing its successful completion. We started regular reporting of 

financial updates in our bulletin. With the balancing of the budget in our current fiscal year of 

2021/2022, our final critical goal has been achieved. 

 

As we conclude this process, I want to extend a sincere thank you to the folks who served on 

the Pastoral Planning Committee (staff members and parishioner/school parents alike), as well 

as to each of you, who helped us achieve these goals through your active participation, 

feedback, generosity and prayers. 

 

Even as I write what will be the last quarterly update letter regarding these goals, we recognize 

that the pandemic has affected some of the work that we do, particularly in the areas of 

Stewardship and Welcoming. I believe we will have more news on these areas as the 

Archdiocesan Synod reaches its culmination this coming Pentecost (June 5). Please pray for 

our parish and the entire Archdiocese as we work toward a) Forming parishes that are in the 

service of evangelization, b) Forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’s love and respond 

to his call, and c) Forming youth and young adults in and for a church that is always young. 

Therefore, my plan is to continue to write periodically on the state of our parish community, 

offering my perspective on regular updates to parish life. 



 

Additionally, things continue to evolve here on Saint John’s staff. At this time, I’m pleased to 

announce the addition of Sue Reinart as our permanent Business Administrator, culminating 

from almost a year of service as our archdiocese-appointed interim BA. Sue brings with her 

more than 30 years of experience in this and similar roles throughout the Archdiocese. She has 

done a remarkable job of aiding us through the financial challenges of the pandemic, and is 

directing needed attention to the areas of facilities, finances, and buildings and grounds. 

 

We also will be seeking a new director of pastoral ministry, as Deacon Eric Cooley departs after 

nine years of faithful service to Saint John’s parish. He has accepted a position with the 

seminary as Associate Program Director for the Institute of Diaconate Formation, a role he is so 

keenly suited for given both his charisms of pastoral ministry and his own recent acceptance 

into the order of permanent deacons. Our loss on staff is a gain for the whole archdiocese, and 

we know that we have a lifelong collaborator, friend and counselor in Deacon Eric. Please join 

us in celebrating the many gifts he shared with us here at Saint John’s at the 10:30 AM Mass on 

Sunday, June 26, with cake and fellowship in the Gathering Space to follow. We will be seeking 

to fill his role as soon as possible upon his departure; his last day in the office is Friday, June 

24. 

 

With all of this change, I am reminded of how grateful I am for the blessings the Lord continues 

to pour out on Saint John’s of Little Canada, by way of each of you parishioners. Thank you for 

the continued support, feedback and generosity you so willingly bring to our parish community. 

My continued prayers are with you this summer, and always. 

  

Peace, 

  

Father Tom Balluff, pastor 


